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young women are gaining real alternatives, pathways that lead away 
from exploitation and toward independence and hope. In fact, 
women in the community have shared that since Child Impact began 
working in the Vizag slum six years ago, prostitution has dropped by 
50%. Even one former brothel owner has left that life behind and is 
now enrolled in the tailoring course.

Your support is bringing light into places that once felt defined by 
darkness. And there are so many more 
girls like Jotee, full of potential, waiting 
for an opportunity.

As you read through this magazine 
and reflect on the impact you are 
making, I invite you to continue 
standing with us. Together, we can 
reach more young women, provide 

more opportunities, and transform more lives. You can make a 
difference in the life of a young person like Jotee today.

Three new team members bring their 
talents and decades of experience

MEET CHILD IMPACT’S NEWEST VOICES12

Dr. Tom L. Evans, CEO

L-R: Jotee outside of her apartment; inside her home, Jotee shows Dr. Tom Evans a dress she’s been working on.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

I will never forget the first time I met Jotee.
I was in the Vizag slum in India, a place where prostitution is not 

just a risk but a predictable outcome. Jotee comes from the Dalit 
community, often referred to as the “lowest caste,” a group whose 
very name means “broken” or “scattered.” Yet when I met her, I 
didn’t see someone broken. I saw determination.

Jotee was just 16 years old and had enrolled in Child Impact’s 
tailoring course, which was developed 
to offer a way out of, or prevention for, 
prostitution. She spoke with excitement 
about what she was learning and, with 
remarkable initiative, asked if there 
was an opportunity to continue into 
an advanced course. At the time, there 
wasn’t one. But because Jotee dared 
to ask, today every woman who enrolls in our tailoring program 
completes both a basic and advanced course. Her courage didn’t just 
change her future; it changed the future for countless others.

When I returned to the Vizag slum a year later, I wondered where 
Jotee’s journey had led. Our team visited her one-room home where 
she proudly showed me the sewing machine she had received upon 
completing the program. Jotee was creating a custom dress for a 
client, earning income, building dignity, and shaping her own future.

But she didn’t stop there. Jotee is now pursuing a degree in 
social work. Her dream is to help others rise from the same difficult 
circumstances she was born into.

This is the difference you are making. Because of your generosity, 
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Child Impact International is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
focused on the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs of children. We believe that education 
empowers children to break the chains of 
generational poverty. First launched in 1966 under 
the name Asian Aid, our sponsorship program has 
grown to support more than 5,000 students. In 
2014, Operation Child Rescue was launched to help 
eradicate exploitation. Over 10 years later, Child 
Impact is an emerging leader in the fight against 
human trafficking with 30 projects in 18 countries 
and counting. Our generous supporters have helped 
us bring hope and a brighter future to thousands of 
vulnerable children in over 20 countries.

Scan the QR code to hear more of Jotee’s story or 
visit us on YouTube: @childimpactinternational.

“...since Child Impact began working 
in the Visag slum six years ago, 

prostitution has dropped by 50%.”

CORE VALUES

In This Issue

CHAMPION
We are called to be an advocate for the  
most vulnerable. 

HOPE
Every child has the right to grow up in an 
environment free from exploitation and violence. 

IMPACT
Through continuous growth, we increase our 
ability to positively impact more children. 

LIBERATE
Education empowers a child to break the chains 
of generational poverty.

DREAM
Every child deserves an opportunity to write their  
own story.
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then became hesitant, thinking of the money they would lose without him 
selling flowers. Our team was finally able to convince his parents to give 
him a chance at a new beginning.

His start at the new school was hard. Gun struggled to adjust and even 
tried to run away several times. The routines and structure of school were 
overwhelming for a boy who had grown up without any boundaries. But 
the school staff didn’t give up on him. They stayed patient, committed, and 
kept showing up for him through the difficult transition.

As time went on, Gun began to thrive. When our team visited him, he 
greeted them with a smile and was eager to share that he now has good 
friends who look out for him. He told them with pride, “My teachers really 
care about me.”

They may seem like simple words, but they impacted our team. This is a 
child who once felt completely invisible. Hearing him say that meant he is 
starting to feel valued and safe.

One moment that moved our team deeply was when Gun opened his 
small locker and carefully pulled out a Bible storybook he had kept inside. 
Holding it gently, he looked down and quietly said, “This book is important 
to me now. I read it every night before bed.” A child once surrounded by 
darkness and chaos is now beginning to learn about his best friend Jesus.

Gun’s story is still being written. So is the story of every child like him 
waiting to be found. Every person who chooses to advocate for children 
like Gun, whether through prayer, giving, or simply refusing to look away, 
becomes part of that story. You may never meet Gun. But your choice to 
champion the most vulnerable means he doesn’t have to walk alone.

Gun eventually stopped going to school 
altogether and was involved in smoking, 
glue sniffing, cannabis use, and theft. His 
behavior often led to trouble with neighbors 
and police. His parents prioritize his ability 
to earn money over his education and 
prefer to keep him at home to help with 
flower selling. 

Our team at Child Impact Thailand 
invited him to our after school program. 
As he began attending, the staff began to 
learn more of his story. Every time after 
the program would end, Gun met up with 

CHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELD CHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELD

A journey of seeking, finding, and advocating

To be an advocate for the most vulnerable 
means you must find them first. At nine 

years old, Gun wasn’t in a place where 
anyone would think to look.

Gun lives with five other children and 
four adults in a small home in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. His family earns a living by selling 
flowers, mostly to tourists in nightclubs. 
Gun, like many other children, also sells 
flowers, often very late into the night. 
His job exposes him to drunk foreigners, 
prostitution, and drugs, all things no child 
should be surrounded by.

INVISIBLE NO MORE
By Jason Churchwell

Gun, second from left, smiles with other children from the after school program along with Child Impact Thailand’s director, Manthana Oangkanayotkiree (center).

the rest of his siblings to continue selling 
flowers, which sometimes lasted until two 
or three in the morning. 

One day, Gun came running into our 
after school center followed by the police! 
He had stolen a moped, and the owner 
caught him on video. At only nine years 
old, Gun’s life was headed down a very 
dark path. Our team offered to enroll 
him at a nearby boarding school, Chiang 
Mai Adventist Academy, where he would 
receive a proper education, structure, and 
support. Initially, his parents agreed, but 

We are called to be an 
advocate for the most 
vulnerable.

CHAMPION

To hear more of Gun’s story, scan the QR code or visit us 
on YouTube: @childimpactinternational.

Gun and his siblings sell flowers on the streets of Chiang Mai.
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If you find yourself visiting the beautiful Amazon region of Brazil, you’ll have the opportunity to see a variety of 
exotic wildlife, such as macaws, toucans, and—if you’re lucky—a jaguar or a caiman from a distance. But if you 

spend time on the river, you will undoubtedly see my favorite wildlife: dolphins. The Amazon River is home to several 
species, but the most famous is the Pink River Dolphin. 

You may have heard of them, but did you know they’ve been used for generations to mask sexual abuse? Folklore 
says that on festive nights, the pink dolphin leaves the river and transforms into a handsome young man dressed in 
white, wearing a hat to hide the blowhole on the top of his head. He appears to seduce young women, winning their 
hearts before disappearing back into the water before sunrise.

You might think nobody would believe this in our modern age. However, when visiting indigenous tribes in the 
Amazon, I’ve heard firsthand that they still hold this folklore to be true. But how does it relate to hiding abuse? The 
“Pink Dolphin” became a convenient way to explain away pregnancies or sexual encounters involving teenage girls 
who couldn’t disclose their partners. For many, it was far easier to say, “The dolphin did it,” than to point to the girl’s 
father or an influential adult in the community. This is a story that protects the predator while silencing the child.

During one of Child Impact Brazil’s most recent community visits, we heard a pink dolphin story. Liz* is a 14-year-
old girl who moved in with an older woman to escape her mother’s house after being abused by two different 
men—her mother’s boyfriends. The school noticed what was happening and tried to address the situation with Liz’s 
mother, who told the school manager that “the pink dolphin” had done it. In spite of the principal’s disbelief and 
persistence, Liz’s mom maintained that story. One would hope that this lady would take better care of Liz; however, 
per the school’s report, this woman is now abusing Liz herself. This is the tragic cycle we see too often—children 
fleeing one predator only to land in the hands of another because they have nowhere truly safe to go.

While Liz’s story is truly heartbreaking, the data shows she is far from alone. In Brazil, every 8 minutes, one child 
suffers sexual abuse (SA). As a matter of fact, the 2025 Brazilian Public Security Yearbook shows the worst historical 
scenario in Brazil. Approximately 77% of victims of SA were under 14 years of age. Among these children and 
adolescents, approximately 45-64% of abusers are direct family members—the very people who are supposed to 

be their primary protectors.
The same 2025 report recorded a 14% increase 

in crimes related to the production of child sexual 
abuse material. A different national survey showed 
that 50% of human trafficking reports involved 
children and 77% of trafficked women and girls are 
exploited for sex. Reported child sexual abuse and 
exploitation reached a sad total of 18,800 victims 
in 2024. While these numbers are alarming as 
they are, it is estimated that only 10% of cases are 
actually reported.

In my experience as Director of Child Impact 
Brazil, I’ve seen this to be true. Once people 
find out that I work in sexual abuse prevention, 
they start telling me stories of abuse that they 
themselves or people around them went through. 
When I ask them if the abuse was reported, the 
vast majority tell me that it never was. Everyone 
has a different reason for it. In the Amazon, the 

most common reason I hear is the most heartbreaking: 
“There is no point reporting. I’ll still have to come home 
to my abuser, and then it’ll be worse.”

You can’t tell a child to speak up if you aren’t prepared 
to protect them from the consequences once they do. 

This is the reality we are fighting. Reporting a crime is 
an act of immense bravery, but that bravery is crushed 
when the child knows that after the police report is filed, 
they will walk right back through the same front door 
where their abuser waits.

We refuse to accept that Liz’s story, and so many 
like hers, must stay this way. We refuse to embrace a 
reality where young girls have no place to go. Our new 
Child Impact Amazon team is proud to be part of the 
movement helping bring awareness to this issue through 
our outreach programs in isolated communities. But 
awareness is only the first step. To provide a true exit 
ramp from this cycle, we are planning to open our first 
rescue campus in Brazil!

This 207-acre boarding school in Barreirinha will be 
a sanctuary of restoration. It is strategically located—
secluded enough to provide safety, yet close enough to 
the community to be a light of hope for children who 
have had none. For girls like Liz, this campus means 
more than just a roof; it represents the end of horrific 
“dolphin legends” and the beginning of a life rooted in 
truth and hope. Imagine a place where, instead of fear, 
these girls wake up to the sounds of the forest and the 
opportunity to heal.

Here, victims will receive specialized trauma care and 
a high-quality education. They will learn to plant, to 
grow, and to see themselves as something beautiful and 
strong, just like the trees they tend to. We are building 
a place where childhood is reclaimed, play is restored, 
and hope for a brighter future is awakened.

But we cannot build this refuge alone. Every brick, 
every bed, and every classroom is a statement to these 
children that they are worth fighting for. Your support 
turns this dream into a haven of safety. Join us in 
rewriting these stories and planting hope—because 
every child deserves a future where they are finally truly 
safe and can find peace.

*Name changed to protect identity

CHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELD

A dark mask for reality in the Amazon
THE LEGEND OF THE PINK DOLPHIN
By Nicole Bertelli

CHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELD

To help make a rescue campus possible 
for children in the Amazon, make a gift at  
childimpact.org/brazil-campus.

Every child has the 
right to grow up in 
an environment free 
from exploitation and 
violence.

HOPE

Members of Child Impact International and Child Impact Brazil teams meet to strategize. 

(L-R) Child Impact Brazil team members prepare to make house visits; the entrance to Child Impact Brazil’s office in the Amazon.

 The Amazon River stretches for miles into the horizon.
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has the chance to imagine a different future.
This is what impact looks like.
Just as a small stone dropped in a calm 

pool of water creates an ever-growing 
ripple, impact grows, multiplies, and 
reaches far beyond a single moment.

When we invest in children, the impact 
doesn’t end with one life; it continues into 
classrooms, families, and communities, 
creating change for generations to come.

Poverty has a way of repeating itself.  
It is passed down from one generation to the next, shaping what a 

family believes is possible. For many children, it is simply the life they are 
born into and the only one they can imagine. But education has the power 
to change that, giving a child the tools to imagine something different and 
the strength to pursue it. 

Kevin is one of those children, and his road to get there was anything 
but easy.

Kevin is the third of seven children. His mother worked in other people’s 
fields, and his father worked as a herdsman. Together, they earned just 
enough to feed their family one meal a day.

When Kevin was five years old, he came home from school to an 
empty house. That evening, his father returned and asked, “Where is 
your mother?” Kevin told him he hadn’t found her. After searching, they 
discovered she had left, taking Kevin’s younger brother, Jacob, with her. 
Unable to bear the difficult living conditions and with no clear way out, she 
moved in with her brother, where she began to be exploited by men. She 
eventually married another man and started a new life.

Kevin and his siblings stayed with their father and continued on as 
best they could. His father kept working, herding other people’s cattle to 
provide for the family. Kevin worked hard in school and was preparing 
for his grade seven exams when tragedy struck. His father was given a job 
moving a wealthy man’s cattle to an auction. He had no idea the cattle had 
been stolen or that the man who hired him was one of the thieves. When 
people saw the stolen cattle, they assumed his father was the thief and 
attacked him. He was killed, an innocent man just trying to earn money for 
his family.

Kevin knew immediately that his dreams of getting an education were 
gone. His hopes had vanished, and he didn’t know what to do. His mother 
had left. His father was dead. He had no relatives to turn to. Eventually, 
Kevin and his younger siblings decided to go and look for their mother. 
When they found her, she was living with another man. They had nowhere 
else to go, so they stayed. Their stepfather began exploiting them, forcing 
them to work long hours in other people’s fields or carry heavy loads at 
the market just to earn a little money to take care of themselves and their 
younger siblings. Through all of it, Kevin never stopped wanting to learn.

Then one day, a church member called Kevin’s mother. They had heard 
about Kevin’s situation and wanted to know if he would like to continue his 
studies. They told her about Twing Memorial School, a school sponsored 
by Child Impact International that walks alongside students living in difficult 
circumstances and helps make education possible.

Kevin’s prayers had been answered! He had a chance to go back to 
school, and today he continues to thank God for that. The cycle of poverty 
that had defined his family for generations does not have to define his 
future. For Kevin, that cycle ends here. 

What does it mean to truly impact 
someone’s life?

At Child Impact International, that 
question is at the heart of everything we do. 
It begins with a single act of generosity, but 
it never stops there.

When you give, something bigger begins.
One gift can open the door to education. 

One opportunity can build confidence. 
One life changed can eventually influence 
countless others.

This is the kind of impact that doesn’t stay 
contained; it grows.

Sometimes that change is seen in a single 
child. Other times, it expands far beyond 
what we can see.

At the Seventh-day Adventist School for 
Speech and Hearing Impaired in India, a 
school supported by Child Impact, that kind 
of transformation is taking shape in a very 
tangible way.

A new boys dormitory was recently 
constructed and opened to provide a safe, 
welcoming place for students who travel far 
from home in order to attend school. 

For many of these boys, this space 
is more than just a place to sleep. This 
dormitory also carries a deeper meaning.

A child’s journey from poverty to possibility

How investing in one child can transform communities for years to come

BREAKING THE CYCLE

WHERE THE RIPPLE BEGINS

By Christina Donesky

By April Espinoza

CHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELDCHILD IMPACT IN THE FIELD

Boys at the Seventh-day Adventist School for Speech and Hearing Impaired have a conversation during a meal. 

Education empowers 
a child to break the 
chains of generational 
poverty.

LIBERATE

Through continuous 
growth, we increase 
our ability to positively 
impact more children.

IMPACT

The building was named in honor of 
Dr. Jacob Bhaggien, former director of the 
school and a man whose life was devoted 
to helping children gain an education and 
opportunities.

Dr. Bhaggien believed that every 
child deserves the chance to learn, to 
communicate, and to thrive. His decades of 
commitment to the school helped lay the 
foundation for the life-changing work that 
continues today.

Now, every evening as 
boys gather within these 
walls to worship, socialize, 
and study, his legacy quietly 
lives on.

The dormitory represents 
more than bricks and 
mortar; it represents 
possibility.

A boy who once had no 
access to education now 
has a place to study. A child 
who lived in a silent world 
struggling to communicate 
now has a community where 
he is understood. A student 
who was overlooked now Kevin’s dream of getting an education is finally fulfilled.
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Witnessing the transformative power of child sponsorship

F  or Steve Duffy, sponsoring children 
in Thailand through Child Impact 

International has become far more than 
a monthly commitment—it’s a deeply 
personal connection that has reshaped how 
he sees the world. 

“It’s easy to think of sponsorship as just 
giving,” Steve said, “but it’s really about 
giving a child a future.”

Through his support, children 
receive education, meals, and 
stability—things many of us take 
for granted. But it wasn’t until Steve 
visited the Sunshine Orchard school in 
Thailand during a donor trip with Child 
Impact that the impact came into focus.

Child Impact sponsors students at 
Sunshine Orchard who have fled Myanmar 
as refugees—many escaping war and 
unimaginable hardship. Meeting them face-
to-face left a lasting mark.

“Being there changes you,” Steve said. 
“You see what they’ve been through, and 

SEEING HOPE FACE-TO-FACE
By Liz Thomsen

yet there’s still so much hope in them. That 
stays with you.”

Walking through the school, Steve 
saw more than academics—he saw 
transformation, both spiritually and 
educationally, grounded in the love and 
teachings of Jesus. Children who once lived 

in uncertainty now have safety, structure, 
hope, and the chance to simply be kids.

“You realize this isn’t abstract,” he 
explained. “This is real. These are real lives 
being changed.”

For Steve, sponsorship is about more 
than meeting physical needs—it’s about 
reminding a child that they matter.

“I want them to know that someone 
believes in them,” he said. “and that they’re 
not forgotten.”

That connection has become one 
of the most meaningful parts of the 
journey. Following the children’s progress, 
celebrating their milestones—it’s personal.

“You start rooting for them,” Steve 
said. “Their wins feel like your wins.”

Just as importantly, the experience 
has changed him.

“[Sponsorship] shifts your 
perspective,” he reflected. “You stop 
focusing on things that don’t matter 
and start thinking about how you can 

make a difference.”
And for Steve, that’s what it comes down 

to. “You may not be able to change the 
whole world,” he said. “But you can change 
someone’s world. And that’s everything.”

To learn more about donor experiential 
trips, visit childimpact.org/trips.

Steve Duffy and his wife, Kari Duffy, strike a pose with children at the Sunshine Orchard school in Thailand.

After years of darkness, a chance to dream for a forgotten child

Most of the important decisions in our lives are ones we get to 
make ourselves. But the decisions that shape a child’s life the 

most are the ones they never get to make.
No child chooses where they are born. They don’t choose their 

parents. They don’t choose their country. They don’t choose whether 
they are born into safety…or into danger.

Yet, these unchosen circumstances determine so much. When we 
think about what creates a secure childhood, four factors often rise 
to the surface: loving parent(s), proper nutrition, safety from abuse, 
and freedom.

For most of us, these feel foundational—almost assumed. But 
the reality is sobering: only 1 in 10 children worldwide experience all 
four at the same time.

That reality invites reflection. It reminds us just how much of our 
own story was shaped by blessings we did nothing to earn and how 

THE LIGHT COMES ON FOR AMIRA
By Dr. Tom Evans

Every child deserves 
an opportunity to write 
their own story.

DREAM

many children are still waiting for even one of those foundations to 
be in place.

At Child Impact, one of our core values is simple but powerful: 
dream. We believe every child deserves the opportunity to write 
their own story. Amira* is one of those children.

In a single devastating chapter of her life, Amira lost all four secure 
childhood factors. Her father abandoned the family. Soon after, 
her mother was killed by a suicide car bomber. Left in the care of 
her grandfather, survival became desperate and tragic. In order to 
provide for the family, he began trafficking Amira to men.

When our team first encountered her, she was in a subway 
station selling tarot cards. What we didn’t know at the time was just 
how much pain she was carrying. Later, we learned that Amira had 
attempted to take her own life three times by ingesting rat poison. 
And yet, even in the darkness, she held onto a fragile hope. Amira 
once shared that her dream was simple: that one day, the light 
would be switched on for her.

Today, that light has begun to shine.
Amira is now living in a Child Impact safe house in an undisclosed 

country. For the first time in years, she is experiencing a loving 
environment—one free from abuse, exploitation, and fear. She is 
safe. She is cared for. She is learning. And slowly, she is beginning to 
dream again.

This is the difference you are making.
Because of your generosity, girls like Amira are given something 

they never had before: a real chance. A chance to heal. A chance to 
be protected. A chance to rediscover hope and step into a future 
they choose for themselves.

There are still so many children waiting for that same light.
Together, we can reach them. “It’s easy to think of sponsorship as 

just giving, but it’s really about giving 
a child a future.”
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Jerry Arnold
Pastor Jerry Arnold brings decades of pastoral experience and deep 

community involvement to the Child Impact team. Born in Cadillac, Michigan, 
he served in the U.S. Coast Guard before pursuing ministry at Andrews 
University, where he met his wife, Karen. The couple has three adult children 
and six grandchildren.

Jerry pastored multiple districts in the Indiana Conference before moving 
to Collegedale, Tennessee, where he led the Collegedale Community Church 
for 24.5 years until his retirement in February 2026. During his ministry, he 
became closely acquainted with Child Impact through Dr. Tom Evans and the 
church’s active support of Child Impact projects, including raising $200,000 for 
a rescue campus in the Philippines.

“I am joining the team at the invitation of Dr. Tom. Having recently retired, 
his invitation gave clarity as to how Karen and I could continue to use our 
talents to serve God,” Jerry says. He and Karen are committed to preaching, 
raising awareness, and inspiring congregations to engage with Child Impact 
International’s work. 

United in Mission
Child Impact International has been blessed with increasing talents joining 

our team, each member bringing unique skills to help spread the word of 
Child Impact’s mission and joining the fight against exploitation. Jonathan, 
Tom, and Jerry’s gifts along with decades of experience and heartfelt advocacy 
will make our team stronger than ever as we unite in our shared commitment 
to make a difference in the lives of children around the world. Because when 
passion meets purpose, lives are changed.

CHILD IMPACT AT HOME CHILD IMPACT AT HOME

Three new team members bring their talents and decades of experience
MEET CHILD IMPACT’S NEWEST VOICES
By Shana Fairchild

As Child Impact International aims to hit 200 speaking appointments in 2026, our team of talented and passionate speakers, who spread 
the word about the life-changing work of Child Impact, continues to grow. Child Impact is excited to have a team of 20 volunteer speakers 

throughout North America. In addition, our CEO, VP, Sponsorship Operations Manager, and Innovation and Technology Director also take 
speaking appointments, bringing the total to 24 speakers! This number includes two new volunteer speakers who have joined the team. Child 
Impact is excited to welcome Pastors Jerry Arnold and Tom Hayes! Additionally, Child Impact is excited to bring onJonathan Blackburn, Strategic 
Partnerships Manager, as a new full-time team member who will provide support for our speaking team. These three individuals each bring 
unique experiences, talents, and passion to our ever-growing team and help us advance our mission of serving children worldwide. 

“There is work to be done to combat the injustices and attrocities done to 
children around the world, and I am beyond proud to join the team that’s 

standing up and doing whatever is in our power to fight back.”

Jonathan Blackburn 
Joining Child Impact’s full-time team, Jonathan Blackburn steps 

into the role of Strategic Partnerships Manager and will work to 
grow, equip, and support Child Impact’s team of speakers that 
travel around North America sharing the mission, goals, and 
involvement opportunities of Child Impact. Jonathan will provide 
support while speakers are on the road with onsite logistics, booth/
networking support, and music. He plans to also increase speaking 
opportunities by partnering with Adventist and non-Adventist 
organizations and building relationships with churches, conferences, 
unions, youth organizations, businesses, and schools to strengthen 
Child Impact’s work.

Originally from the Washington, D.C. area, Jonathan has spent 
the past decade and a half in the South, and now he says he and 
his wife, along with their golden retriever, are happily putting down 
roots in Chattanooga.

In addition to his years as a recruiting, talent, and partnerships 
professional, Jonathan spent time touring the country in a Christian 
band, performing full-time. “The duality of my career has been a 
benefit to my perspective of the world, my empathy for others, and 
my commitment to doing my best at whatever the Lord puts in front 
of me,” he reflects. Jonathan will bring his musical talents to support 
at select Child Impact events. 

Jonathan first learned about Child Impact through friends who 
spoke highly of the organization. “When I dug in further, I was 
immediately struck by the mission and waited for an opportunity 
to be a part,” he says. For Jonathan, the opportunity to make a 
tangible difference for children worldwide was a major factor in 

joining the team. “There is work to be done to combat the injustices 
and atrocities done to children around the world, and I am beyond 
proud to join the team that’s standing up and doing whatever is in 
our power to fight back.”  

Tom Hayes
Raised in West Virginia, Pastor Tom Hayes has spent a lifetime 

in ministry and service. He attended Mount Vernon Academy in 
Ohio and Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist 
University), where he met his wife, Susan Roberts. They were 
married for 34 years and had three sons. After she lost her battle 
with cancer, he married Glenda Carlson in 2011, who had also lost 
her husband to cancer. Glenda has a son and daughter. Together, 
they have 11 grandchildren.

Tom served as associate pastor at Collegedale Community Church 
(CCC) alongside Pastor Jerry Arnold before retiring in 2018. Prior 
to his role at CCC, Tom spent more than 25 years working within 
Adventist education. 

His interest in Child Impact International sparked after hearing 
presentations by Dr. Tom Evans, CEO, and ignited his desire to 
support children.

“I felt I could help raise awareness and funding by speaking for 
the needs of children and families through Child Impact,” Tom 
shares. “This is just another way to serve the Lord, while I am able.”

Beyond his ministry, Tom enjoys time with family, hiking, biking, 
outdoor activities, photography/videography, and traveling across 
the country with Glenda. 

L-R: Jonathan Blackburn, Strategic Partnerships Manager; Tom Hayes, Speaker; and Jerry Arnold, Speaker

BOOK A 
SPEAKER FOR 
YOUR CHURCH, 
SCHOOL, OR 
SPECIAL EVENT!
Schedule one of our gifted speakers 
from Child Impact International to 
come to your next event! We travel at 
our own expense. 

Visit childimpact.org/speakers
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Projects fighting child marriage 
in undisclosed countries

OUR IMPACT AROUND THE WORLD
Sponsorship Schools and Operation Child Rescue Projects
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At Child Impact International, we’re calling on churches to join us in our 
mission to reach, rescue, and restore the most vulnerable. By partnering 
with us to raise funds for a specific project—whether that’s supporting a 
safe house, freeing families in slavery, funding rescues, or providing meals to 
children in need—these efforts not only change lives overseas but transform 
hearts and deepen faith right here at home. 

Partner with us and equip your congregation, youth group, or 
classroom to be part of God’s solution for reaching the least of these.

To learn more, request a partnership catalog at  
help@childimpact.org or 423.910.0667.

PARTNER WITH 
US TO REACH THE 
MOST VULNERABLE
“‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine,  
you did for me.’” —Matthew 25:40


